
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  CURRICULUM OVERVIEW  CYCLE 1 YEAR 1 
2019-20 

Term Topic Assessment 

Term 1 
 
20% of final 
mark 

*Training in Daily 5:  read to self, read with a 
partner listening to reading, working with words, 
writing workshop. 
*Concepts about print 
*Reading: Shared, guided groups, individual 
conferences, independent; reading strategies-
matching, picture clues, self- correcting, making 
predictions, cross-checking, 
*Comprehension strategies:  schema, making 
connections and using mental images   
*Sound prints program: Vowels and consonants, 
stretching words out loud to hear sounds and 
record them, rhyming, counting syllables, verbs and  
‘ing’ endings, digraphs 
*Word work: 3-5 words per week from high 
frequency list, theme word lists to reference, word 
families, making words activities, word centers 
*Recognize and use colour words, number words, 
days of week, months of year 
*Writing: interactive, shared and independent; 
Journals, Responses to literature, lists, theme little 
books, Patterned writing, class books, Poetry, Venn 
diagrams, Webbing ideas, Questions 
*Printing: Upper and lower case, Letter formation 
and spacing  
* Show and Tell, poetry and drama presentations 

Competencies: 
 

1. Uses language to 
communicate and to 
learn 33% 

2. Reads/listens to 
spoken, written and 
media texts 33% 

3. Produces written and 
media texts 34% 
 
 
 
Themes will include:  
 
Me and My Family, Pets, 
 Fall, Peace,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Themes will include: 
Celebrations, Winter, 
and Fairy tales 

Term 2 
 
20% of final 
mark 

*Reading strategies: cross-checking, rereading, 
using parts of words, fluency 
* Comprehension strategies: inferences, 
questioning, retelling main Idea. 
* Story elements: beginning middle and end, 
characters, setting, problem and solution  
*Sound Prints: Vowels, blends, digraphs,- ed 
endings 
*Word Work: 3-5  high frequency words per week, 
word families, word lists, adjectives 
*Writing: descriptive writing, story plans, story 
retelling, beginning, middle and end, creative 
writing, friendly letters, journals, literature 
responses 
*Complete sentences, simple  punctuation and 
capitals 
*Six traits: Ideas, detail, conventions 
*Puppet and drama presentations, Story Bag  
presentations, Readers’ theatre 



 *Printing : letter formation ,spacing  
 
 

Term 3 
 
60% of final 
mark 

*Reading Strategies continued, fluency and 
phrasing, expression, reading responses 
*Comprehension Strategies: Synthesis, Determining 
Importance in non-fiction  
*Sound Prints: ‘er’, ‘est’ endings, silent ‘e’, plurals 
and ‘ed’ endings, word patterns 
* Word work: 3-5 weekly high-frequency words, 
word families, using the word wall, theme lists, 
alphabetical order, compound words, simple 
homophones, simple contractions  
*Writing: Non- fiction writing, procedural writing, 
recipes, literature and reading responses, creative 
writing, fishbone organizers, concept maps, 
projects, writing songs, poetry. 
*Six traits: word choice, fluency, conventions-
simple punctuation, dialogue  
* Printing- letter formation and relation to each 
other 
*Puppet and drama presentations, easy brief plays, 
readers’ theatre 
 

 
Themes will include: Lifecycles, 
Earth Day, Non-fiction topics 

 
Evaluations: 

 
Tests- word, reading 

1:1 conferencing- reading and writing 
Observation and checklist 

 Rubrics 
Class work samples 

 
  

 
Maureen Carey, Rachael Boersma, Liza Manning- Dewar, Nancy Hooker 

 


